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EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
October 1, 2023              18th Sunday after Pentecost            11:00 am Service 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
AS WE GATHER  
Among the flags of the fifty states of the United States, one of the most distinctive is the flag of 
Rhode Island. It is a simple design featuring a golden anchor on a field of white, surrounded by 
thirteen golden stars which commemorate the fact that Rhode Island was the thirteenth of the 
original colonies to become a state officially. There is just one word on the flag: hope. The likely 
inspiration for the inclusion of this word is from Hebrews: “We who have fled for refuge might 
have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul” (Hebrews 6:18–19). The founders of the colony of Rhode Island 
were hopeful of finding a place of refuge to express their Christian faith freely in their times. In 
our time, we also are people of Christian hope, as well as people abiding in faith who are given 
to charity in Christ’s name.  

OPENING SONG “Build My Life“ 
(Verse 1) 
Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 
 

(Chorus) 
Holy there is no one like You. There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder, and show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart, And lead me in Your love to those around me 
 

(Verse 2) 
Jesus the name above ev'ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You We live for You 

(Repeat Chorus) 

(Bridge) 
I will build my life upon Your word 
It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 
(Repeat Bridge) 
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(Chorus) 
Holy there is no one like You. There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder, and show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart, And lead me in Your love to those around me 
(Repeat Chorus) 
 

© © Said And Done Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing), worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), and Remaining portion is unaffiliated | CCLI Song # 7070345 -- CCLI License # 1072854 

 

INVOCATION  
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 
OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 68:1, 3, 19–20, 34–35  
Pastor:  God shall arise, His enemies shall be scattered; and those who hate Him shall flee 

before Him! 
People:  But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before God; they shall be jubilant 

with joy! 
Pastor:  Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our salvation. 
People:  Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, belong deliverances from 

death. 
Pastor:  Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel, and whose power is in the 

skies. 
People:  Awesome is God from His sanctuary; the God of Israel—He is the one who gives 

power and strength to His people. Blessed be God! 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
Pastor:  Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His 

gracious forgiveness. 

“Confession Song (In You I Rest)”  
Lord I have come, to worship yet I know  
My hands are not as clean as they should be  
My words have not brought comfort to my neighbor  
My lips have spoken words most carelessly  
My feet have taken me down paths of darkness  
and I’m ashamed of what I'm sure you see  

In You I rest, in You I found my hope  
In You I trust, You never let me go  
I place my life within Your hands alone  
Be still, my soul   
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I ask forgiveness in my time of sin  
I know that only you can grant release  
And in this moment you know my intention  
is but to honor you who brings me peace   
your love has brought me to the hour of worship  
please cleanse heart and let me praise you now.  
In You I rest, in You I found my hope  
In You I trust, You never let me go  
I place my life within Your hands alone  
Be still, my soul   
 

In You I rest, in You I found my hope  
In You I trust, You never let me go  
I place my life within Your hands alone  
Be still, my soul   
Be still, my soul   
 

Confession words by  Pastor Larry Rabon,  Music by Jean Sibelius,  New Words and Music by Jane Laurie Borthwick  
© 2013 Worship Together Music |  CCLI Song # 6534077 -- CCLI License # 1072854  

Pastor:  Spare them, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, 
according to Your promises declared in Jesus Christ, our Lord. The almighty and 
merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our sins. As a called 
and ordained of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE        “In Thee Is Gladness”                      LSB 818  
 

1. In Thee is gladness 
    Amid all sadness, 
Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 
    By Thee are given 
    The gifts of heaven, 
Thou the true Redeemer art. 
    Our souls Thou wakest, 
    Our bonds Thou breakest; 
    Who trusts Thee surely 
    Has built securely; 
He stands forever: Alleluia!  
    Our hearts are pining 
    To see Thy shining, 
    Dying or living 
    To Thee are cleaving; 
Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 
1827–78, alt. | Text: Public domain 

2. Since He is ours, 
    We fear no powers, 
Not of earth nor sin nor death. 
    He sees and blesses 
    In worst distresses; 
He can change them with a 
breath. 
    Wherefore the story 
    Tell of His glory 
    With hearts and voices; 
    All heav’n rejoices 
In Him forever: Alleluia! 
    We shout for gladness, 
    Triumph o’er sadness, 
    Love Him and praise Him 
    And still shall raise Him 
Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 
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SALUTATION  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and 

authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, 
we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen.  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING             Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32   
 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are 
set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in 
Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the 
soul who sins shall die. 
 
25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? 
Is it not your ways that are not just? 26 When a righteous person turns away from his 
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall 
die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does 
what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet the house 
of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 
your ways that are not just? 
 
30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.[a] 31 Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and 
a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live. 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE    Philippians 2:1-18  
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 
any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped,[b] 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+18%3A1%E2%80%934%2C+25%E2%80%9332+&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20880a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-18+&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29380a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-18+&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29381b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-18+&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29382c
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men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 
who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day 
of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out 
as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you 
all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 21:23-32  
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.  
People:  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 
gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, 
from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if 
we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 

 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his 
mind and went. 30And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ 
but did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward 
change your minds and believe him.” 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON HYMN       “God Loved the World So That He Gave“          LSB 571 (v.1,2,3,6)   

1 God loved the world so that He gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3 God would not have the sinner die; 
His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 

 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

 

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. | Text: Public domain 

 
SERMON      “SMACK IN THE CENTER OF LIFE”     Philippians 2:1-18     (Rev. Arthur Gillespie) 

i. The "Smack" 
ii. It's a "stand alone" passage. 

iii. It's a "turn back to" passage. 
iv. It's a "launch out from here" passage. 
v. The "Prayer" 

 
CREED     “I Believe“ 
(Verse 1) 
I believe there is one salvation. One doorway that leads to life 
One redemption one confession. I believe in the name of Jesus Christ 

(Verse 2) 
I believe in the crucifixion. By His blood I have been set free 
I believe in the resurrection. Hallelujah His life is death’s defeat 
 

(Chorus)  
All praise to God the Father All praise to Christ the Son 
All praise to the Holy Spirit Our God has overcome 
The King who was and is and evermore will be 
In Jesus' mighty name I believe 
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(Verse 3) 
I believe in the hope of heaven. He’s preparing a place for me 
Far beyond what hearts imagine. Ears have heard or eyes have seen 
(Verse 4) 
I believe that day is coming. He’s returning to claim His bride 
Light the altar keep it burning. See the Lamb who rose a roaring Lion 
 

(Chorus)  
 

(Bridge) 
No I’ll never be ashamed. Of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
How could I ever walk away. From the One who saved my life 
(Repeat Bridge) 

(Chorus)  
(Repeat Chorus) 
CCLI Song # 7218424 | Chris Davenport | Jonathan Smith | Phil Wickham | CDavs Music; Songs For TIM; Be Essential Songs; Cashagamble Jet Music; Phil Wickham 
Music; Simply Global Songs | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 36114 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER    Matthew 6:9–13  
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY SONG       “What A Beautiful Name“ 
(Verse 1) 
You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 

(Chorus 1) 
What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
 

http://www.ccli.com/
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(Verse 2) 

You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 
My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now 
 

(Chorus 2) 
What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

(Chorus 3) 
What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
(Ending) 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
© 2016 Hillsong Music Publishing|CCLI Song # 7068424 -- CCLI License # 1072854 

 
 PREFACE  
Pastor:          The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:           Lift up your hearts. 
People:          We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:          It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25  
 

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST   1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20  
Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 
People:        Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
AGNUS DEI:    Lamb of God, Pure and Holy   LSB 434 (vv.1,3) 

1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 | Text: Public domain 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS       “What Wondrous Love Is This”                  LSB 543 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs,  1811, Lynchburg, alt. | Text: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 

1     What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this 
    That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down 
    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
 

3     To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, 
    Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
4     And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, 
    I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
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 “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”                                         LSB 806 
 

1 Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ His Son. 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ His Son. 
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say “I am rich,” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say “I am rich,” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
Give thanks, give thanks. 

Text: Henry Smith, 1952 | Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004210 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  
Pastor:  Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, we thank You for having fed us with Your life-giving 

food. Strengthen us through the same, especially in times of challenge or 
persecution, and grant us a portion with the saints in light eternal. This we ask 
through Jesus Christ, our everlasting High Priest, who with You and the Holy Spirit 
are one God, world without end. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION         Numbers 6:24–26  
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 

 
CLOSING SONG “Jesus You Alone“ 
 

(Verse 1) 
Who is the great King of glory, seated on high in the heavens? 
Oh, Jesus You alone. 
You are the Lord God Almighty, strong in compassion and mercy. 
Oh, Jesus You alone. 

(Pre-Chorus) 
I've searched the world, for a love that could fill my heart. 
Nothing compares, to the wonder of who You are. 
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(CHORUS 1) 
"Holy". All of the earth singing, "Holy". 
All of the angels cry, "Holy". 
Jesus, You alone. Jesus You alone. 
 

(Verse 2) 
You set the stars in the heavens, You set the world into motion. 
Oh, Jesus You alone. 
You breathed Your life in creation, You walked among Your created. 
Oh, Jesus You alone. 
 

(Pre-Chorus) 
I've searched the world, For a love that could fill my heart. 
Nothing compares, To the wonder of who You are. 
 

(Chorus 1, repeat)  

(CHORUS 2) 
"Worthy". All of creation sings, "Worthy".  
All of the heavens exalt Thee. 
Jesus You alone. Jesus You alone. 

(Verse 3) 
You shed Your blood for salvation, You broke the curse for our freedom. 
Oh, Jesus You alone. 
You rose from death with the morning, You'll come again in Your glory. 
Oh, Jesus You alone. 
 

(Chorus 1, repeat)  
(Chorus 2, repeat) 
 

(Chorus 3)  
"Holy". I cannot help but sing, "Holy". 
Oh how my heart cries out, "Holy". 
Jesus You alone. 
 

(Chorus 4) 
"Worthy". I lift my voice and sing, "worthy". 
I bow my life to exalt Thee. 
Jesus You alone. Jesus You alone. 
© 2018 Highlands Creative Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  CCLI Song # 7120418 -- CCLI License # 1072854 

 
POSTLUDE 






