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May 17,2026 8:30 Service

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN LSB 512 “At The Name of Jesus”
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1 At the name of Je - sus Ev - ’ry knee shall bow,
2 At His voice cre - a - tion Sprang at once to sight,
3 Hum-bled for a sea - son, To re - ceive a name
4 Bore it up tri - um - phant With its hu - man light,
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Ev - ’ry tongue con - fess Him King of glo-ry now.
All the an - gel fac - es, All the hosts of light,
From the lips of sin - ners Un - to whom He -came,
Through all ranks of crea - tures To the cen -tral height,
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"Tis the Fa - ther’s plea - sure We should call Him Lord,
Thrones and bright do - min - ions, Stars up - on their way,
Faith - ful - ly He bore it  Spot-less to the last,
To the throne of God - head, To the Fa-ther’s breast,
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Who from the be-gin-ning Was the might - y Word.
All the heav’n-ly or - ders In their great ar - ray.
Brought it  back vic - to - rious  When from death He passed;
Filled it with the glo - ry Of that per - fect rest.
5  Inyour hearts enthrone Him; For all wreaths of empire

There let Him subdue
All that 1s not holy,

All that 1s not true:
Crown Him as your captain

In temptation’s hour;
Let His will enfold you

In its light and pow’r.

Christians, this Lord Jesus
Shall return again

In His Father’s glory,
With His angel train;

Meet upon His brow,
And our hearts confess Him
King of glory now.

Glory then to Jesus,
Who, the Prince of light,
To a world in darkness
Brought the gift of sight;
Praise to God the Father;
In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together
Him who reigns above.

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 181777, alt. Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958 Text and tune: Public domain




INVOCATION

[P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

EXHORTATION

(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P}  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P) Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION OF SINS

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

ABSOLUTION

P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I«
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE
LSB 491 "UP THROUGH ENDLESS RANKS OF ANGELS”
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1 Up through end - less ranks of an - gels, Cries of tri - umph
2 Death - de - stroy - ing, life - re - stor - ing, Prov - en e - qual
3 To our lives of wan-ton wan-d’ring Send Your Spir - it,
A4 Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia! Oh, to breathe the
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in His ears, To His heav’n - ly throne as - cend -ing,
to our need, Now for us be - fore the Fa - ther
prom - ised guide; Through our lives of fear and fail - ure
Spir - it’s grace! Al - le - lu - ia al - le - Iu - ia!
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Hav - ing van - quished all their fears, Christ looks down up -
As our broth - er in - ter - cede; Flesh that for our
With Your pow’r and love a - bide; Wel - come us, as
Oh, to see the Fa - ther’s face! Al - le - lu - ia,
£ . .
i — | | . e o — =
= = ———Fr
on His faith - ful, Leav - ing them in hap - py tears.
world was wound - ed, Liv - ing, for the wound-ed plead!
You were wel - comed, To an end - less Eas - ter - tide.
al - le - lu - ia! Oh, to feel the Son’s em - brace!

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948-2025 Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110004210 Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004210

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the

heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11
The Promise of the Holy Spirit

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until
the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. “And while
staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; >for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He said to them, “It is not
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. *But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” °And when he had said these
things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '°And
while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
"and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23

ISFor this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, '°I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, Ythat the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation
in the knowledge of him, '®having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the
working of his great might *’that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, ?!far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, **which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 24:44-53
[P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

#Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” “*Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, *°and said to them, “Thus
it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, *’and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. **You are witnesses of these things. ¥ And behold, I am sending the promise of
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” **Then
he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. >'While he blessed
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. *And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >*and were continually in the temple blessing God.

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

SERMON HYMN LSB 525 “Crown Him With Many Crowns”
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1 Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb wup - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the wvir-gin’s Son, The God 1in - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of 1love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, En-throned in worlds a - bove,
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Hark how the heav’n-ly an - them drowns All mu - sic but its own.
Whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
Rich wounds,yet vis - 1 - ble a - bove, In beau -ty glo - ri-fied.
And rose vic - to-rious in the strife For those He came to save.
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’'n The won-drousname of Love.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys-tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an - gels in the sky Can ful - ly ©bear that sight, But
His  glo-ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
Crown Him with man - y crowns As thrones be - fore Him fall; Crown
) & .
S e . | | . I i
%)v | o o » » o P SN—

hail Him as
root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, The
down-ward bend their won-d’ring eyes At

died e - ter-nal life to bring And
Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns, For

Text (sts. 1-3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823—1903
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON "Why Bother Being Good?"

thy match-less king Through all

e - ter - ni - ty.
babe of Beth-1le - hem.
mys-ter - ies so bright.
lives that death may die.
He 1is king of all



CREDAL HYMN LSB 953 “We All Believe In One True God”
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1 We all be-lieve in one true God, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost,
2 We all be-lieve in Je - sus Christ, Son of God and Mar-y’s son,
3 We all con-fess the Ho - ly Ghost, Who from both in truth pro-ceeds,
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Ev - er - pres-ent help in need, Praised by all the heav’'n-ly host;
Who de-scend-ed from His throne And for us sal - va - tion won;
Who sus-tains and com-forts us In all tri-als, fears, and needs.
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All He made His love en-folds, All cre - a-tion He up-holds.
By whose cross and death are we Res - cued from all mis-er - y.
Bless-ed, ho - ly Trin-1 - ty, Praise for - ev-er be to Thee!

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen Text and tune: Public

domain

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING

PREFACE

P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

o]

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your
only- begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son
in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His
body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for
the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He
saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His
salvation. Grac10usly receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom com, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

1d

In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own
words, we receive His testament:

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

(P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

494

SEE, THE LORD ASCENDS IN TRIUMPH
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1 See, the Lord as-cends in tri - umph; Con-quring King in

2 Who is this that comes in glo - ry With the trump of

3 While He lifts His hands in bless - ing, He is part - ed

4 Now our heav’n-ly Aar - on en - ters With His blood with -

5 He has raised our hu - man na - ture On the clouds to
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roy - al state, Rid - ing on the clouds, His char - iot, To His
ju - bi-lee? Lord of bat-tles, God of ar- mies, He has
from His friends; While their ea - ger eyes be - hold Him, He up-
in the wveil; Josh - ua now is come to Ca-naan, And the
God’s right hand; There we sit in heav'n-ly plac - es, There with
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heav’n-ly pal - ace gate. Hark! The choirs of an-gel voic - es
gained the vic - to - ry. He who on the cross did suf - fer,
on the clouds as - cends. He who walked with God and pleased Him,
kings be - fore Him quail. Now  He plants the tribes of Is - rael
Him in glo -ry stand. Je - sus reigns, a-dored by an - gels;
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Joy - ful al - le - lu - ias sing, And the por - tals
He who from the grave a - rose, He has van-quished
Preach-ing truth and doom to come, He, our E - noch,
In their prom-ised rest - ing place; Now our great E -
Man with God is on the throne. By our might - y
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high are lift - ed To re - ceive their heav’n - ly King.
sin and Sa - tan, He by death has crushed His foes.
is trans - lat - ed To His ev - er - last - ing home.
li - jah of - fers Dou-ble por - tion of His grace.
Lord’s as - cen - sion We by faith be - hold our own.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807—85, abr., alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813—79 Text and tune: Public domain

801 HOW GREAT THOU ART
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1 O Lord my God, when I in awe-some won - der Con - sid - er
2 When through the woods and for-est glades 1 wan -der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, His Son not spar-ing, Sent Him to
4 When Christ shall come with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion And take me
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all the works Thy hand hath made, I ~ see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; When I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in— That on the cross my bur-den glad - ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun-der, = Thy pow’r through - out the u - ni-verse dis - played;
gran-deur  And hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing He bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion And there pro - claim: “My God, how great Thou art!”
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Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to  Thee, How great Thou
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art! How great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to
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Thee, How great Thou  art! How great Thou art!

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859—1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899—1989 Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989 Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart
Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004210

(Stand)



POST COMMUNION HYMN

643 SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING
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1 Sent forth by God’s  bless-ing, Our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and  thanks - giv-ing To God ev - er - liv-ing,
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The peo - ple of God from His dwell -ing take Ileave.
The tasks of our ev - ry - day life we will face.
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The Sup - per is end - ed. O now be ex - tend-ed
Our faith ev - er shar - ing, In love ev - er car - ing,
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The fruits of this ser - vice 1in all  who be - lieve.
Em - brac - ing His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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The seed of His teach-ing, Re - cep-tive souls reach-ing,
With Your feast You feed wus, With Your light now lead us;
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Shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
U - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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His grace did in - vite us, His love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing  With praise and  thanks - giv - ing
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To work for God’s  king -dom and an - swer His call.
Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97, alt. Tune: Welsh Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004210 Tune: Public

domain



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 218
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 493 A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING
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1A hymn of glo - ry let us sing! New
2 The ho - ly ap - os - tol - ic  band Up -
3 To them the shin - ing an - gels cry, “Why
4 “You see Him now, as - cend - ing high Up
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hymns through-out the world shall ring: Al-le - lu - ia,
on the Mount of Ol - ives stand. Al-le - lu - ia,
stand and gaze wup - on the sky?” Al-le - lu - ia,
to the por - tals of the  sky” Al-le - lu - 1a,
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al -le - lu - 1ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
al -le - lu - ial! And with His  faith - ful fol - I’wers
al -le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav - ior,” thus they
al -le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
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trod, As - cends un - to the throne of
see Their Lord as - cend in maj - es -
say; “This is His glo - rious tri - umph

see Re - turn - ing in great maj - es -
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God. Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1ial Al -le -
ty. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le -Ilu - ial Al -le -
day!” Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ial Al -le -
ty.” Al-le - lu - ia, al-le -lu - ial Al -le -
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Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia!
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia!
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia!

5  Benow our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,

All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Bede, 673—735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesédng, 1623, Kdln
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110004210
Tune: Public domain
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BOARD of DIRECTORS:

Rich Bair (Chair Rep.), Rojeanous Rush (V-Chair/Music & Worship)
Neil Pursley (Outreach & Family), Ed Lopez (Secretary & Youth)
Steve Ude (Parish), Deb DeBerry (School)

Peter Renner (EMT), Eugene Edwards

Lutheran
L, CHURCH & SCHOOL
{ ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

Weekly Calendar
Monday, May 18:
Tuesday, May 19:
9:30am Linus Blankets (Narthex)
5:30pm Ladies’ Evening Bible Study (Nathex)
Wednesday, May 20:
12:00pm Midweek Worship Service (Narthex)
1:30pm Women's Bible Study (TBD)
Thursday, May 21:
Friday, May 22:
6:00pm Pickleball (Gym)
Saturday, May 23:
4:00pm Saturday Small Group (Pursleys)
Sunday, May 24:
8:30am Traditional Worship Service in gym
10:00am Children’s Sunday School (rm off cafeteria)
11:00am Blended Worship Service in gym
Post Service Prayer Ministry Support (Altar)

The Food Pantry is OPEN
5:00pm High School Youth Group (ACE)

Upcoming Member Celebrations

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES
5/17 James & Colleen Leyva
5/19 Elaine Zurofsky 5/20 Matthew & Kaitlyn Johnson

5/22 Eileen Brehm
5/22 Bryan Parker
5/22 Alan Tarrant

5/21 Hannah & Bastian Gonzalez
5/22 Steve & Terry Taylor
5/23 Don & June Groh
5/24 Mark & Melissa Edmiston
5/24 Bill & Mary Hufnagle

Last Sunday’s Attendance & Stats
In-person Services: 8:30am-71 11:00am - 71
Online: Website: 27 FB: 20

Wednesday:
Noon: 15

ELC Grab-N-Go Food Pantry

April 26, 2026
162 Households, 657 Individuals served
God Provided!

Previous Week’s Offerings
General Offering Received:$  8405.65
Building Funds Received: $ 0
*Weekly Offering Budget: $ (13173.00)

CHURCH STAFF:

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Skopak

Parish Administrator: Dirk Wilmoth

Business Administrator: Gail Thomas

Finance Asst.: Leigh Horsley

ECE Asst. & ELCS Benefits Mgr: Amy Skopak
Admin. Asst.: Anitta Charlson

ELC Music and Sound Director/ECE Music: Heather Meulenberg
Organist: Lula Meulenberg

Digital Media : Peter Linton

Hospitality Ministry: Shirley Parker

Facilities Mgmt: Neil Seidler and Corey Lipe

CHURCH ELDERS:

John Jennejahn (Head), Marni Jennejahn, Susan Roby,
Kevin Lorenz, Rich Baldwin, Lisa Baldwin, Joel Helms,
Doug Piercy, Heather Renner, Wayne Samuel

SCHOOL K-8:

Principal/STEAM: Mark Edmiston

Admin. Assistant: Shari Reaves

Asst. Principal/MS English: Denise Ball

Director of Admissions: Emily Leatherwood
Kindergarten: Kim Noel & Jamie Wertham

First Grade: Kerry Stead & Mackenzie Knapp
Second Grade: Leigh Weaver & Annie Jacobsen
Third Grade/Curriculum Coordinator: Kiara Studer
Fourth Grade: Chelsey Towery

Fifth Grade: Emily Lundquist

MS Science: Leigh Conner

MS Math: Jenelle Lanham

MS Social Studies: Mindy Stackhouse
PE/Athletic Director: Jennifer Jenkins “Coach J”
Art: Tammy Reilly

Music & Spanish: A.L. Brown

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION:
Director: Nicole Loria

Younger Infants: Paula Jones and Rachel Bishop
Older Infants: Becky Swatzell & Hydeia Beck
Toddlers 1: Lindsey Smathers & Kayla Greene
Toddler2: Neesie Castillo & Heather Hensley
PS2: Veronica Milner & Melissa Kucin

PS-2/3: Amy Bair & Jules Chambers

PS3: Maranda Rice & Lea Par Wise

PS3/4: Robin Rutherford

PreK-1: Madison Peach & Cleo Green

PreK-2: Faith Noell & Crystal McCormick
Floating Aid: Felicia Norton

Cafeteria: Kristen Warren and Mikaela Bennett






