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P‘.! ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 11:00AM BLENDED WORSHIP
OUR VISION: FULLY ENGAGED, BIBLICALLY PASSIONATE, DRIVEN TO SERVE
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sunday, January 4, 2026

9:45am Adult Bible Study “Divided" (School Music Room off the Gym)

Y 9:45am Adult Bible Study “Applause” (Room 104)
)8 9:45am Kid's Sunday School (room off the Fellowship Hall)
1:00- 3:00 pm The Food Pantry is OPEN!
Personal Prayer Ministry (after 11am service at the altar)

Today's Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by:
C.J. & Patti Reece
In loving memory of Patti's mother, Elizabeth Van Valen

,-'ii_=

8:30am Traditional Service

Call to Worship:
“Carols For Seekers” Choir

One license #224110 Words and Music - ©2012 Hal Leonard Corporation Contributors:
Tradtional French Melody, Joseph M Martin, Traditional English Melody

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Hymn:
LSB 396 “Arise and Shine in Spendor”

Divine Service: Setting Five
Invocation: Page 213

Confession and Absolution: Page 213

Hymn of Praise: LSB 940, vv.1-3
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”

Salutation and Collect: Page 214

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
(Responses page 215)

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12

(Responses page 215)

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
(Responses page 215)

Children’s Message

The Sermon Hymn: LSB 399

“The Star Proclaims the King is Here”

The Sermon:
“Revealing the Hearts of All”

The Credal Hymn:
LSB 953 “We All Believe in One True God”

Prayers of the Church: Page 215

Offering: Page 216

Preface: Page 216

Lord’s Prayer: Page 217

The Words of our Lord: Page 217

Pax Domini: Page 217

Distribution: Page 217

Communion Hymns:

LSB 628 “Your Table I Approach”

LSB 624 “The Infant Priest Was Born Holy”

Post-Communion Hymn:
LSB 643 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

Post-Communion Collect: Page 218
Benedicamus and Benediction: Page 218
Closing Hymn:

LSB 409 “Hail, O Source of Every Blessing”

Dismissal



AS WE GATHER

We humans aren’t the only ones celebrating Epiphany! Though the whole earth shall be
covered with darkness, “nations shall come to Your light” (Isaiah 60:3). Isaiah mentions the
wealth of all nations, and we are reminded of the Magi bearing gifts. We have gifts, too, of
a spiritual nature, connecting other people with our gracious God, “in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through our faith” (Ephesians 3:12). “Singing camels”?
Well, who really carried the gold and silver so far? The camels, Isaiah writes, “shall bring
gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LorD” (Isaiah 60:6). If
the camels are praising God, so must we. Get ready to celebrate!

CALL TO WORSHIP “Carols for Seekers”

"Carols For Seekers" one license #224110 Words and Music - ©2012 Hal Leonard Corporation Contributors: Traditional French Melody, Joseph M Martin,

Traditional English Melody

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SONG “God with Us”

VERSE 1

Oh You've come to bring peace to be Love
To be nearer to us

You've come to bring life to be Light
To shine brighter in us

Oh Emmanuel God with us

CHORUS
Our Deliverer You are Savior
In Your presence we find our strength
Over ev'rything our Redemption
God with us
You are God with us

VERSE 2

Oh You've come to be Hope to this world
For Your honor and name

And You've come to take sin to bear shame
And to conquer the grave

Oh Emmanuel God with us

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People: Amen.

by Leslie Jordan and Jason Ingram

CHORUS

BRIDGE

You are Lord
You are holy

Fill the whole world
With Your glory

You are Lord
You are holy

Fill the whole world
With Your glory Lord

CHORUS

ENDING
Oh God with us
You are God with us

© 2012 Open Hands Music | So Essential Tunes | Integrity's Praise!
Music | Little W ay Creative For use solely w ith the SongSelect®
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. w w w .ccli.com CCLI License #
36114

In the name of the Father and of the ' Son and of the Holy Spirit.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: In Christ, we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in
Him.

People: May all kings fall down before Him, all nations serve Him!

Pastor: In repentant faith, we come before our Lord in confession.

Silence for reflection.

Pastor: Almighty God, King of all,

People: we confess to You that we are sinful by nature. We have lived in darkness
rather than light. Our selfish thoughts, harmful words, and faithless actions
reveal our sinfulness. But for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, who became
flesh for us, we pray, forgive us our sins. Amen.

Pastor: God’s grace is revealed in the birth, life, suffering, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. He has brought light to this world darkened by sin. In the stead
and by the command of Jesus, | announce to you the full forgiveness of all of
your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!

SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of
Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will
arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall
be carried on the hip. >Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
exult,?lbecause the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations
shall come to you.. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian
and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and
shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2060%3A1%E2%80%936&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18827a

EPISTLE Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that
you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written briefly. * When you read
this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, > which was not made known to
the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery islél that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel
| was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the
working of his power. 8To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, ®and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in!® God, who created all
things,%so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 1 This was according to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, *?in whom we have boldness
and access with confidence through our faith in him.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

INow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, ?saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. ®They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: ® ““/And you,
O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”” ? Then Herod summoned
the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you
have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and worship him.” ° After listening to
the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 1 When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.!* And going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 2 And being warned in
a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%203%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29241a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%203%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29244b

SERMON SONG  “Light of the World” (Sing Hallelujah)

VERSE 1 VERSE 3
Light of the World, Light of the world,
Treasure of Heaven crown in a manger,
Brilliant like the stars Born for the cross
in the wintery sky to suffer to save
Joy of the Father, High King of Heaven,
reach through the darkness, death is the poorer,
Shine across the earth, We are the richer
send the shadows to flight by the price that He paid
VERSE 2
Light of the World, CHORUS
from thg begm_nlng VERSE 4
The tragedies of time Light of the World

were no match for Your love
From great heights of glory

You saw my story
God You entered in

and became one of us

soon will be coming
With fire in His eyes,
He will ransom His own
Through clouds He will lead us
straight into glory
CHORUS And there He shall reign
Sing hallelujah, Sing hallelujah Forevermore, forever more!
Sing hallelujah for the things He has done
Come and adore Him, bow down before Him, | CHORUS
Sing hallelujah to the Light of the World

Andrew Bergthold, Ed Cash, Franni Cash, Martin Cash, Scott Cash CCLI Song #7163734 | © 2020 Angie Feel Good Songs; Bay19; Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol
CMG Paragon; Scott Cash Publishing Designee; We The Kingdom Music | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #36114

SERMON “Revealing the Hearts of All”

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible. | believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. | believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. | confess one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.


http://www.ccli.com/

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING SONG “Holy Forever” (Christmas)

by Brian Johnson, Chris Davenport, Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Jenn...

VERSE 1 Behold the host of heaven

Held within a manger the Son of God arrived with holy roar proclaim

The one who would be called Emmanuel The one who we still call Emmanuel
The promise was delivered unto a virgin bride Come and worship

The one who would be called Emmanuel our God is with us now
PRE-CHORUS

Your name is the highest CHORUS 1

Your name is the greatest CHORUS 2

Your name stands above them all
All thrones and dominions

all powers and positions
Your name stands above them all

Hear Your people sing holy
To the King of kings holy
You will always be holy
Holy forever

CHORUS 1

And the angels cry holy PRECHORUS 2X

All creation cries holy

You are lifted high holy SING CHORUS 1 AND 2
Holy forever

VERSE 2 ENDING

You will always be ho - ly

In the humble town of David Holy for - ever and ever

a King was born to save
The one who we still call Emmanuel

© 2024 Brian and Jenn Publishing, Bethel Musiz Publishing, and Remaining portion is unaffiliated
CCLI Song # 7249209 -- CCLI License # 36114 1

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You sent Your only-begotten Son
to take our place on the cross and be our Savior. We receive the salvation He
accomplished for us by that sacrifice. Gather us together from near and far to
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. To You alone,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, be all glory, honor, and worship, now and
forever.

People: Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My " body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My " blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
Passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB 628 “Your Table | Approach”

1 Your table | approach; 4 Search not how this takes place,

Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.

2 Lord, | confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3 Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

This wondrous mystery;
God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blessed Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may | never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text: Public domain



LSB 624 “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born”

1 The infant Priest was holy born He leads us to the Holy Place
For us unholy and forlorn; Within the veil, before God’s face.
From fleshly temple forth came He,

Anointed from eternity. 5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee

2 This great High Priest in human flesh Our hungry mouths from Him receive

Was icon of God’s righteousness. The bread of immortality.

His hallowed touch brought sanctity;

His hand removed impurity. 6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
To God’s own altar lit with flame; His quenching blood that life restores.
While weeping angels hid their eyes,

This Priest became a sacrifice. 7 With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,

4. But death would not the victor be And “Holy, holy, holy” sing

Of Him who hung upon the tree. To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004210

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.
Thanks be to You, heavenly Father, for refreshing our minds, bodies, and
spirits with this Sacrament. Rule us always by Your Holy Spirit that we may
serve You constantly; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and " give you peace.
People: Amen.



CLOSING SONG
VERSE 1
In the bleak mid-winter,
all creation groans
For a world in darkness,
frozen like a stone
Light is breaking,
in a stable for a throne

CHORUS

And He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore

And He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore

Unto us a Child is born,
the King of kings and Lord of lords

And He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore

VERSE 2
If | were a wise man,
| would travel far
If | were a shepherd,
| would do my part
But pooras|am,
| will give to Him my heart

“He Shall Reign Forevermore”

CHORUS

BRIDGE
Here within a manger lies,

the One who made the starry skies
This baby born for sacrifice;

Christ the Messiah

Into our hopes into our fears,

the Savior of the world appears
The promise of eternal years;

Christ the Messiah

CHORUS

He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore

And He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore!

He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore

And He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore

Unto us a Child is born,
the King of kings and Lord of lords

And He shall reign forevermore,
forevermore

CCLI Song # 7050416 | Chris Tomlin | Matt Maher ©2015 S. D. G. Publishing; Twelve Lions Music; Worship Together Music; Be Essential Songs; | Am A Pilgrim
Songs | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 36114

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!


http://www.ccli.com/

8:30am 11:00am
Elder Wayne Samuel TBD

Acolyte TBD Jacob Kanelos

Ushers Xavier Pacheco Ed DeBerry
Samantha Kieser Tommy Ridgeway

Communion Bill Hufnagle Peter Renner

Scott Hausman Dale Pioch

Lector Jenelle Lanham Deb DeBerry

UDY OF COLOSSIANS ™
by HEID] GOEHMANN

Prayer Support Team:
Linda Carlson
Tracey Carpenter

Sound & Tech Crew:
1s: Heather M.
& Peter L.

January Altar Guild:
8:30 - Deb R.
11:00 - Sherry R.

Offering Counters:
Ed & Deb DeBerry

Women’s Wednesday
Bible Study

starts

January 7th
First & Third Wednesday:

@ 1:30pm

in the NARTHEX

Contact Kay Thorp

or the church office for more info

Sacred Communion Values

As baptized Christians, having received instruction in the Holy Sacrament; our precious
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ invites us to His Holy Meal in which we receive the forgive-
ness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. Before we receive the Holy Sacrament,

we should:

a) Examine our relationship with God & others according to the Ten Commandments;

b)  Truly repent of our sins and seek forgiveness in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord;

c)  Faithfully believe God’s Word which teaches us that in, with, and under the bread and
wine we receive the true body and blood of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ;

d) By the working of the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, commit our life as a
redeemed disciple of Jesus Christ through thought, word, and deed.




Emmanuel

Lutheran
L L CHURCH & SCHOOL
x’f ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

BOARD of DIRECTORS:

Scott Hausman (Chair Rep.), Rojeanous Rush (V-Chair/Music &

Worship), Steve Ude (Parish), Deb DeBerry (School),

Neil Pursley (Outreach & Family), Ed Lopez (Secretary & Youth),

Peter Renner (EMT), Eugene Edwards & Rich Bair

Weekly Calendar
Monday, January 5:
Tuesday, January 6:
Wednesday, January 7:
12:00pm Midweek Worship Service
1:30 Women'’s Bible Study
Thursday, January 8:
Friday, January 9:
6:00pm Pickleball in the gym
Saturday, January 10:
10:00am Women’s Prayer Group
Sunday, January 11:
8:30am Traditional Worship Service
9:45am Children’s Sunday School
9:45am Divided Nation study (school music rm)
9:45am Applause study (room 104)
11:00am Blended Worship Service
Post-Service Prayer Ministry Support (Altar)
1:00pm The Food Pantry is OPEN
5:00pm High School Youth Group
7:00pm Virtual Prayer Service (Google Meet)

Upcoming Member Celebrations

BIRTHDAYS:
1/4 Deb Herman
1/5 Don Groh
1/5 Lauren Reaves
1/5 Ashley Short
1/6 Paige Hausman
1/7 Jim Frazier
1/8 Rebecca Saloman
1/9 Bruce Benson
1/11 Kandi Tarrant

Last Sunday’s Attendance & Stats

In-person Services Online
8:30am - Website: 31
11:00am - FB: 8
Wednesday Noon -

CHURCH STAFF:

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Skopak

Director of Christian Education: Alexi Lundquist
Parish Administrator: Dirk Wilmoth

Business Administrator: Gail Thomas

Finance Asst.: Leigh Horsley

Office Asst. Church & ECE, Benefits Mgr: Amy Skopak
Admin. Asst.: Anitta Charlson

Church Music and Sound Director: Heather Meulenberg
Organist: Lula Meulenberg;

Digital Media : Peter Linton

Hospitality Ministry: Shirley Parker

Facilities Mgmt: Neil Seidler, Mike Rush, Neil Pursley
SCHOOL K-8:

Principal/ STEAM: Mark Edmiston

Admin. Assistant: Shari Reaves

Asst. Principal/MS English: Denise Ball

Director of Admissions: Emily Leatherwood
Kindergarten: Kim Noel & Jamie Wertham

First Grade: Kerry Stead /Mackenzie Knapp
Second Grade: Leigh Weaver

Third Grade/Curriculum Coordinator: Kiara Studer
Fourth Grade: Chelsey Towery

Fifth Grade: Emily Lundquist

MS Science: Leigh Conner

MS Math: Jenelle Lanham

MS Social Studies: Mindy Stackhouse

PE/Athletic Director: Jennifer Jenkins “Coach J”
Art: Tammy Reilly

Music & Spanish: A.L. Brown

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION:

Director: Nicole Loria

Admin Assist: Carolyn Mashburn

Younger Infants: Paula Jones and Rachel Bishop
Older Infants: Becky Swatzell & Hydeia Beck
Toddlers 1: Lindsey Smathers & Mikayla Gulbrand
Toddler2: Neesie Castillo

PS2: Veronica Milner

PS-2/3: Amy Bair and Julia Sherman

PS3: Madison McDonald and Jasmine Riddle
PS3/4: Robin Rutherford & DeAsia Little

PreK-1: Madison Peach & Cleo Green

PreK-2: Faith Noell & Crystal McCormick
Floating Aid: Felicia Norton

Cafeteria: Kristen Warren and Mikaela Bennett

Previous Week’s Offerings
General Offering Received:$12240.30
Building Funds Received: $
*Weekly Offering Budget: $ (12817.31)

ELC Grab-N-Go Sunday Food Pantry

Sunday December 28, 2025
130 Households, 549 Individuals served




