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Sunday October 26th, 2025

-

Directly after second service: —I

> Personal Prayer Ministry (after 11am service at the altar)<
> 9:45 Adult Sunday School (School Music Room off the Gym) <-
> 9:45 Kid’'s Sundays School (room off the Fellowship Hall) <

> Food Pantry is OPEN!<

Today's Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by:
Kay Thorp - in celebration of Martin Luther and Reformation Sunday!

8:30am Traditional Service

Call to Worship: "God is Our Refuge"

Words and Music by Jay Johnson, Allen Pote - ©1986 Hope

Publishing Company

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Hymn:

LSB 657 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

Divine Service: Setting Two
Invocation: Page 167

Confession and Absolution: Page 167
Hymn of Praise: Page 171

Salutation and Collect: Page 172

First Reading: Revelation 14:6-7
(Responses page 172)

Epistle: Romans 3:19-28
(Responses page 172)

Alleluia and Verse: Page 173

The Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36
(Responses page 173)

Children’s Message
The Sermon Hymn: LSB 655

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

The Sermon
Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast

The Apostles’ Creed: Page 175

Prayers of the Church

Offering

Offertory: Page 176

Preface: Page 177

Proper Preface

Sanctus: Page 178

Prayer of Thanksgiving: Page 178

Lord’s Prayer: Page 179
(Right Hand Column)

Words of Our Lord: Page 179
(Right Hand Column)

Pax Domini: Page 180

Agnus Dei: Page 180

Distribution
Communion Hymns:

LSB 821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
LSB 617 ”O Lord, We Praise Thee”

Post-Communion Canticle: Page 181
Post-Communion Collect: Page 183
Benediction: Page 183

Closing Hymn:
LSB 660 “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus*



Emmanuel Sunday October 26, 2025

% ﬁ)‘i };IEREP&%EH%E}L Reformation Sunday
Pt! B 11:00am Blended Worship

AS WE GATHER

We are blessed with many freedoms in this country. We have freedom of speech. We have
freedom of religion, with the freedom to assemble. We live in the “land of the free and the home
of the brave.” It is easy to rely on our citizenship for proof of our freedom. In that way, we are
like the Jewish people at the time of Jesus. They relied on their Abrahamic lineage for freedom,
recalling the covenant God made with Abraham and his descendants. While these national
freedoms are great blessings, in the Holy Gospel, Jesus points out that for true freedom, one
must be free from slavery to sin. Only in Christ is anyone truly free.

CALL TO WORSHIP "God is Our Refuge"

Words and Music by Jay Johnson, Allen Pote - ©1986 Hope Publishing Company

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SONG LSB 657 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 3 Though hordes of devils fill the land

A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod
And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
Has sworn to work us woe.
With craft and dreadful might
He arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might.

We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
Whom God Himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is He,
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.

All threat’ning to devour us,
We tremble not, unmoved we stand;
They cannot overpow’r us.
Let this world’s tyrant rage;
In battle we’ll engage.
His might is doomed to fail;
God’s judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

God’s Word forever shall abide,
No thanks to foes, who fear it;
For God Himself fights by our side

With weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
Goods, honor, child, or spouse,

Though life be wrenched away,

They cannot win the day.

He holds the field victorious. The Kingdom’s ours forever!
Text (sts. 1-4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004210 Text (sts. 1s—4s): Public domain

INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.



OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 46:1, 7, 10-11

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

The Lorp of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

“Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations,
| will be exalted in the earth!”

The Lorb of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 35:10

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Let us confess our sins to God, our Father.

Almighty God, You are our mighty fortress. We resist this reality when we live
according to the so-called wisdom of the world. We resist the reality that, in Christ,
we are free indeed when we use our law-keeping as a measure of our standing
with You. We resist the reality that You are with us when we celebrate Your works
as our own. Still our selfish nature and forgive our sins for Jesus’ sake. Gladden
our hearts and set us free.

The prophet Isaiah reminds us, “The ransomed of the LorD shall return and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” This is our reality as Jesus
forgives us and sets us free. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, | forgive You all your sins in the name of the Father and of the * Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:

People:

Let us pray.

O God of glory, we worship You who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs
of water. We worship You who freely forgives us through the propitiation of Jesus’
blood, which justifies us freely by Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and rules with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God,
world without end.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT Revelation 14:6—7 (Fear God and worship Him.)

The Messages of the Three Angels

*Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 3:19-28 (All have sinned and are freely justified by God’s grace.)

PNow we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. ?°For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin. !But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— #’the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 2*for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, ?*and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, 2whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This
was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. 2°It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.?’Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded.
By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31-36 (It is only through Jesus that we become free.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

31S0 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him,
“We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say,
‘You will become free’?” 3*Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. 3°The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. 3%So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



CONFIRMANDS FAITH STATEMENTS
Eli Allen
Ivana Lopez
Hunter Stockton

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

SERMON SONG  “Jesus You Alone”

VERSE 1

Who is the great King of glory,
seated on high in the heavens?

Oh, Jesus You alone.

You are the Lord God Almighty,
strong in compassion and mercy

Oh, Jesus You alone.

PRE-CHORUS
I've searched the world,

for a love that could fill my heart.

Nothing compares,
to the wonder of who You are.

CHORUS 1

"Holy"

All of the earth singing, "Holy”
All of the angels cry, "Holy"
Jesus, You alone.

Jesus You alone

VERSE 2

You set the stars in the heavens,
You set the world into motion.

Oh, Jesus You alone.

You breathed Your life in creation,
You walked among Your created.

Oh, Jesus You alone.

PRE-CHORUS

SERMON Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast

RITE OF CONFIRMATION LSB 272

SING CHORUS 1

CHORUS 2

"Worthy". All of creation sings, "Worthy".
All of the heavens exalt Thee.

Jesus You alone. Jesus You alone.

VERSE 3

You shed Your blood for salvation, You broke
the curse for our freedom.

Oh, Jesus You alone.

You rose from death with the morning, You'll
come again in Your glory.

Oh, Jesus You alone.

SING CHORUS 1
SING CHORUS 2

CHORUS 3

"Holy". | cannot help but sing, "Holy".
Oh how my heart cries out, "Holy".
Jesus You alone.

CHORUS 4
"Worthy". I lift my voice and sing, "worthy".
| bow my life to exalt Thee.

Jesus You alone. Jesus You alone.

© 2018 Highlands Creative Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) CCLI Song
#7120418 -- CCLI License # 1072854



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY SONG

VERSE 1

What is our hope in life and death
Christ alone

Christ alone

What is our only confidence

That our souls to Him belong

Who holds our days within His hand
What comes apart from His command
And what will keep us to the end

The love of Christ in which we stand

CHORUS

O sing hallelujah

Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah

Now and ever we confess

Christ our hope in life and death

VERSE 2

What truth can calm the troubled soul
God is good God is good

Where is His grace and goodness known

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

“Christ Our Hope In Life And Death”

In our great Redeemer's blood

Who holds our faith when fears arise
Who stands above the stormy trial
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore the rock of Christ

CHORUS

VERSE 3

Unto the grave what will we sing
Christ He lives Christ He lives

And what reward will heaven bring
Everlasting life with Him

There we will rise to meet the Lord
Then sin and death will be destroyed
And we will feast in endless joy
When Christ is ours forevermore

CHORUS 2x

ENDING
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord of hosts, the God of Jacob, our fortress, for You have had
mercy on all whom You have created by sending Your Son, Jesus, whom God put

forward as a propitiation

by His blood, to be received by faith.

As we gather in Your name and the memory of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Lead us to faithfully eat and
drink His body and blood. Gather us together as we celebrate the freedom we have
in Christ. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
People: Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20;

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *® body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My ¥ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

Pastor:
He comes.

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB 821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev'ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans
Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us;

Faith believes, nor questions how.

Though the cloud from sight received Him
When the forty days were o’er,

Shall our hearts forget His promise:
“I am with you evermore”?

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful
Flee to You from day to day.

1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until

Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea

Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.

4 Alleluia! King eternal,

Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary,

Earth Your footstool, heav’'n Your throne.
As within the veil You entered,

Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim

In the eucharistic feast.

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’'ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”

Text: Public domain



LSB 617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and
adore Thee
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst
nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!

2 Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could
bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain
me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor

That we follow Christ our Savior

And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!

O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;

Grant that heav’'nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see

Days of peace and unity:

O Lord, have mercy!
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110004210

O God of Jacob, we give You glory for sending Your Son to set us free. We thank You
for setting this feast of forgiveness before us. Empower us to proclaim Your eternal
Gospel to all who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

“Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations,

Pastor: Let us pray.

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION Psalm 46:1, 7, 10-11; Numbers 6:24-26
Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
People: The Lorp of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Pastor:

| will be exalted in the earth!”
People: The Lorp of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and " give you peace.

People: Amen.



CLOSING SONG “Jesus Firm Foundation”
VERSE 1
How firm a foundation you saints of the Lord
is laid for your faith in His excellent Word
What more can He say than to you He has
said to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled

VERSE 2
Fear not He is with us, O be not dismayed
for He is our God our Sustainer and Strength
He'll be our Defender and cause us to stand
upheld by His merciful almighty hand

CHORUS

How firm our foundation
How sure our salvation

And we will not be shaken
Jesus firm foundation

VERSE 3
The soul that is trusting in Jesus as Lord

will press on enduring the darkest of storm
And though even hell should endeavor to shake

He'll never, no never
no never forsake
He'll never, no never
no never forsake

CHORUS

BRIDGE

Age to age He stands faithful to the end
All may fade away but He will remain

He will remain

REPEAT BRIDGE
CHORUS
TAG

Jesus, firm foundation,
Jesus, firm foundation!

© 2012 Open Hands Music, Songs From Exit 71, Sony/ATV Cross Keys Publishing, and Unknown | CCLI Song # 6472799 -- CCLI License # 1072854 1

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God.



1°'. Heather M. & Peter L.

8:30am 11:00am
Elder Susan Roby Rich Baldwin
Acolyte TBD Benjamin Noel
Ushers Rich & Amy Bair |Rich & Lisa Baldwin
Communion Neil Pursley Tommy Ridgeway
Debbie Reiling Lary Schulhof
Lector Susan Roby Lary Schulhof

Prayer Support Team:
Kevin & Christi Lorenz

Sound & Tech Crew:

2" Ben M. & Paige H.

Altar Guild:
1*: Susan Roby
d& Dana Novak

2"%: Margo Rabon

Offering Counters:
Lori Allen &
Stephanie Hanson

Many thanks and much appreciation for all the thoughts and prayers during the past

three months of my cardiac trouble, as well for my cancer of the past ten (plus)

years. The cardiac ablation procedure went very well, as did the post procedure

care. Again, thanks to all!

God's blessings to all,

C.J. Reece

You donated to the

Texas Flood Relief Bunkhouse Fund

Our Goal was

10K
YOU DONATED

$15,038.91

Sacred Communion Values

November 1st

Special Men’s Pancake and Sausage Breakfast
https://emmanuelmensbreakfast.online-rsvp.com

—

Contact Gloria
Wargo if you are
interested in
joining a
bowling team
(908) 295-1337

As baptized Christians, having received instruction in the Holy Sacrament; our precious Savior and Lord

Jesus Christ invites us to His Holy Meal in which we receive the forgiveness of sins and the strengthen-

ing of our faith. Before we receive the Holy Sacrament, we should:

a)Examine our relationship with God & others according to the Ten Commandments;

b)Truly repent of our sins and seek forgiveness in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord;

c) Faithfully believe God’s Word which teaches us that in, with, and under the bread and wine we receive
the true body and blood of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ;

d)By the working of the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, commit our life as a redeemed disciple
of Jesus Christ through thought, word, and deed.




Emmanuel
Lutheran

CHURCH & SCHOOL
ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

BOARD of DIRECTORS:
Scott Hausman (Chair Rep.), Rojeanous Rush (V-Chair),

Steve Ude (Parish), Deb DeBerry (School), Neil Pursley (Music/

Worship), Eugene Edwards (Outreach & Family),

Ed Lopez (Secretary & Youth), Peter Renner (EMT), & Rich Bair

Weekly Calendar
Monday, October 27
7:00pm Southside Bible Group (Salsieder’s)

Tuesday, October 28

Wednesday, October 29

12:00pm Midweek Worship Service
Thursday, October 30

Friday, October 31

6:00pm Pickleball in the gym
Saturday, November 1

All Saints' Day

Sunday, November 2

Daylight Savings Time begins
Post-Service Prayer Ministry Support (Altar)
Food Pantry is open

5:00pm High School Youth Group

Upcoming Member Celebrations

BIRTHDAYS:

10/27 - Steve Taylor; 10/28 - Dana Novak;
10/29 - Rachel Stackhouse;

10/29 - Rich Baldwin; 10/30 - Karl Koon;
11/1 - CJ Reece; 11/1 - Carol Treadway;
11/2 - Martha Price; 11/2 - Kathy Ridgeway

ANNIVERSARIES:
10/28 - Dale & Patty Pioch
11/2 - Jon & Hannah Tron

Last Sunday’s Attendance & Stats
In-person Online

Services: 8:30 am: 67 Website: 26
11:00 am: 72 FB: 9
Wednesday Noon: 8

General Offering Received:
Building Funds Received: S

CHURCH STAFF:

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Skopak

Director of Christian Education: Alexi Lundquist
Parish Administrator: Dirk Wilmoth

Business Administrator: Gail Thomas

Finance Asst.: Leigh Horsley

Office Asst. Church & ECE, Benefits Mgr: Amy Skopak
Admin. Asst.: Anitta Charlson

Church Music and Sound Director: Heather Meulenberg
Organist: Lula Meulenberg;

Digital Media : Peter Linton

Hospitality Ministry: Shirley Parker

Facilities Mgmt: Neil Seidler, Mike Rush, Neil Pursley
SCHOOL K-8:

Principal/STEAM: Mark Edmiston

Admin. Assistant: Shari Reaves

Asst. Principal/MS English: Denise Ball

Director of Admissions: Emily Leatherwood
Kindergarten: Kim Noel & Jamie Wertham

First Grade: Kerry Stead /Mackenzie Knapp
Second Grade: Leigh Weaver

Third Grade/Curriculum Coordinator: Kiara Studer
Fourth Grade: Chelsey Towery

Fifth Grade: Emily Lundquist

MS Science: Leigh Conner

MS Math: Jenelle Lanham

MS Social Studies: Mindy Stackhouse

PE/Athletic Director: Jennifer Jenkins “Coach J”
Art: Tammy Reilly

Music & Spanish: A.L. Brown

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION:

Director: Nicole Loria

Admin Assist: Carolyn Mashburn

Younger Infants: Paula Jones and Rachel Bishop
Older Infants: Becky Swatzell & Hydeia Beck
Toddlers 1: Lindsey Smathers & Mikayla Gulbrand
Toddler2: Neesie Castillo and Ivy Robles

PS2: Veronica Milner and Christy Credle

PS-2/3: Amy Bair and Julia Sherman

PS3: Madison McDonald and Jasmine Riddle
PS3/4: Robin Rutherford & DeAsia Little

PreK-1: Madison Peach & Cleo Green

PreK-2: Faith Noell & Crystal McCormick

Floating Aid: Felicia Norton

Cafeteria: Kristen Warren and Mikaela Bennett

S 6670.80
100.30

*Weekly Offering Budget:

$ (12817.31)

ELC Grab-N-Go Sunday Food Pantry

Sunday 10/14
126 Households, 502 Individuals served




